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Be Strong, Heart. 

Be strong to bear, O heart of mine, 

Faint Dot when Borrows come ; 
The summits of these Mils of earth 

Touch Use blue skies of home. 
So man; burdened ones there are 

Close toiling by thy 1 side. 
Assist, en ecu rage, comfort them, 
I w Thine own deep anguish hide. 
What though thy trials may seem great? 

Thy strength la known to God. 
And pathways steep and rugged lead 

To pastures green and broad. 

Be strong to love, O heart of mine, 

Live not for self alone ; 
Bat find, in blessing other lives, 

Completeness for thine own. 
Seek every hungering heart to feed, 

Bach saddened heart to cheer; 
And when stern justice stands aloof, 

In mercy draw thou near. 
True, loving words and helping hands 

Have won more souls for heaven 
Than all mere dogmas and mere creeds 

By priests or sages given. 

Be strong to hope, O heart of mine, 

Look not on life's dark aide ; 
For Just beyond these gloom) hours 

Blch , radiant days abide. 
'Jke hope like stammer's rainbow bright 

Scatter thy falling tears, 
And let God's precious promises 

Dispel tby anxious fears. 
For every grief a joy will come, 

For every toil a rest; 
Se hope, so love, so patient bear — 

God doeth all things best. 


Chronicles. 

My wife and little boy, Jesse 
P., took me to Mulberry on the 
afternoon of the 1st inst., where 
I took the train for Oakville to 
fill my regular appointments 
over the first Sunday. Arrived 
just in time for the evening ser- 
vices, and found a Urge conge- 
stion gathered at the train 
eagerly looking for the preacher. 
We then moved off to the church 
and shortly the house was well 
filled, and we proposed to spend 
this evening in social worship 
(as we intended to remain here 
several days) and would preach 
some other evening to make up 
for this time. This proposition 
was acceded to, and we had a 
good meeting. Met again next 
day and evening and tried to 
preach. We remained with the 
[jpretbreu and did some pastoral 
work, and held a few social meet- 
ings and preached a little until 
Thursday evening the 6th. At 
the close of this meeting we in- 
vited sinners to come aboard the 
gospel ship* and one world-weary 
soul responded. The Oakville 
congregation hes not had a re- 
vival since last fall, but the close 
of these few meetings seemed to 
be the dawning or another re- 
vival. The brethren seem to 
have imbibed new vigor, and 
inners felt the need of a Savior. 
that we could bave continued 
until eatan's fort would bave to 
crumble to the earth. 

The Oakville Church was or- 
ganized in an old ware-house, on 
the 10th day of September, A. D. 
1886, a little leae than two years 
ago, with seven members, since 
that time 98 ■ have been added, 
making 105 in all, nearly all of 
whom have stood faithful. This 
church has a splendid house of 
worship in the center of the town 
And has a weekly prayer meet- 
ing, and an evergreen Sunday 
School. The ohureh decided on 
the month of November for the 
I time to bold the protracted meet- 
[ ing for this year. God, stand 
by thy people and their un- 
I worthy pastor that thy will may 


be done and thy name be glori- 
fied, amen. 

Left Oakville on the morning 
of the 7th, enronte tor Bryan, 
Ohio. Arrived in good time for 
the evening services. Pound the 
brethren well physically and re- 
ligiously, and seemingly deter- 
mined for the onward march in 
the divine life. On the after- 
noon of the 8th, I came here to 
Pratt ville, Michigan, preached in 
the hall in the evening, and next 
day and evening and will likely 
continue all this week, and if 
things look favorable may remain 
longer. Of course we do not ex- 
pect much of an ingathering here, 
owing to the surroundings at this 
place, bnt we will try to do our 
part. More anon. 

J. H. Swihabt. 


Miami Valley Items, 

It is very encouraging to read 
the hopeful and enthusiastic re- 
ports and contributions Irom the 
churches in the brotherhood. 

The College matters do not 
abow up as hopeful as they ought 
to. The Treasurer reports 
$1047.66 on hand, and Bro. 
V. E. Warn pier has $878.75, 
making a total of #1426.80. The 
brethren at Ashland no doubt 
have received some money, but 
it is very douttful that they have 
sufiicient to pay off the $6,000 or 
more that must be paid as first 
payment. We must do a little 
more and work a little harder, if 
we are going to keep the institu- 
tion. 

Bro. J. B. Lair ie becoming a 
very regular correspondent, and 
his articles are very interesting. 
We would miss his productions 
now. This only shows what an 
interesting paper we could have, 
it all would write that are com 
patent to do so. 

On last Monday we visited the 
Winchester congregation, and 
we had a very pleasant visit 
with old friends. On my w u y 
home £ stopped at Farmersville 
to see the ruins of the late large 
fire. Fortunately there was no 
wind, and there was a very 
heavy fall of dew, which facts 
alone saved the town from being 
completely burnt down. Tbe 
loss was estimated at $3,000. 
One citizen told me he was 
watching the sparks and burning 
shingles as they fell all around, 
when he saw one blazing shingle 
fall on the roof of our church, 
and he watched it until it went 
out. Some of tbe burning 
shingles were carried out into 
tbe woods three miles away. 
The only fire department here is 
the bucket which each one 
brings of his own accord. 

On tbe 25th inst, we expect 
to move into our new house, 
where we will be glad te enter- 
tain auy of onr friends who will 
honor ns with a call, 

I am glad to say that my 
health is improving and that I 
am beginning to fee) like my old 
self. Bnt I have to be very 
careful in the future, aa I cannot 
stand physically what I could 
two years ago. 

My present duties are too 
heavy tor me, and as a matter of 
self-preservation I will have to 
drop some of my present appoint- 
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ments. I wish I were able to do 
twice the work I am doing, and 
it is with great difficalty that I 
can reconcile myself to curtail 
my duties. 

I feel like congratulating the 
Brethren cburob on her seal in 
the Sunday School work. 
Wherever I have been ot late I 
notice that the Brethren church 
is more successful in this branch 
of work than any of the; churches 
around. This is good aud very 
encouraging. 

There are the Piquant Hill, 
Little York and Miamisburg 
schools, full of enthusiasm, and 
growing in benefit anli Influence. 
Then the Dayton Sunday School, 
although there are so knany in 
the city with their large attend- 
ance and the advantage of being 
established so long, yet our 
school is in a very healthy and 
growing condition. The Bear 
Greek school is growing in in- 
fluence every season. Now I 
find that the Winchester and 
Farmersville schools are pro- 
gressing finely. The former only 
having been organized this sum- 
mer. 

For a Sunday School to pros- 
per, it must be well equipped 
with energetic officers and up 
propriate literature. These are 
the two important features of a 
successful school. The matter ot 
lite rat ire is one of taster and 
preference. In the Miami Valley 
I notice that the preiereuce is 
largely in favor of the literature 
published by the American Bap- 
tist publishing society, 1420 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
The reason ot this is because 
they are uncompromising ad- 
vocates of immersion, Wnile 
the other houses will strike the 
subject of baptism, and make it 
mean nothing or everything, the 
Baptist society are very bold in 
their teaching, 

Then so many ot our school a 
have the disadvantage of lack- 
ing experience. Where this is 
the case, there should be constant 
charges in the officers, by hold- 
ing quarterly elections, so that 
those who aie inexperienced 
may gain confidence and learn to 
work in this branch of church 
duty. Then when this is done, 
there will Boon be a reserve force 
of competent officers, and tbe 
success of a school will not de- 
pend on one or two persons. 
Timidity and lack of experience 
should not be considered suffi- 
cient excuse to keep our breth- 
ren out of the harness. These 
can be very easily overcome by 
practice. The essential qualifica- 
tions in Sunday School work are 
individual piety and zeal, where 
these are present, success ie the 
natural result. 

Just as we were preparing to 
go to Pleasant Hill, our little 
Mamie showed symtoms ot 
diptheria. She needs constant 
care and attention. While she 
was in tbis state I dared not 
leave her. 

Last time of our Pleasant Hill 
meeting I was sick. Now I was 
getting so stout and strong, the 
baby is sick. It does stem as it 
we were not going to get to 
Pleaaaut Hill for awhile. How- 
ever we hope for the best 

Edward Mason. 


New Enterprise, Pa. 

I have been a reader of the 
Etajjoelist since last January, 
and since that time I have read 
but a very few notes from this 
part of God's vineyard. 

Onr church is moving along 
smoothly. Bro. Snyder, I think, 
preaches some excel lent sermons. 
But sometimes the attendance of 
members is not as large as it 
should be. Why ie it ? Perhaps 
they have attacks of Morbus 
Sabbaticus (Sunday sickness.) 
Now brethren and sisters it may 
not hurt yon much to misB 
church once in a while, but that 
is not the way to serve the Lord. 
He does not want us to go to 
church just when we feel most 
like doing so, but everytime it is 
possible for us to go. When 
older members stay away the 
younger ones will notice it and 
they will stay away sometimes 
too. Too much care cannot be 
exercised as to how we may lead 
others. 

The Sunday School, — Here, in 
many instances is another lack of 
interest. Parents tell their child- 
ren on Sunday morning to get 
ready for Sunday School. They 
get ready and go, but the parenta 
stay at home, I don't know 
what they do, but they . don't 
come to Sunday School anyway. 
Now parents allow me to appeal 
to you to go with your children, 
and see what they are doing, I 
have known many cases where 
children would go to Sunday 
School, and then because their 
parents could not see them 
would take advantage of the 
opportunity and gather in bands 
and go out and play ball and 
other games. Now I believe it" 
tbe parents would go with their 
children this would not be so, 
and then some of tbe vices into 
which these same children might 
tall would be passed by. Again 
a general complaint is that the 
work ot teaching the children is 
left entirely to tho several teach- 
ers. Parents — I mean many of 
them — never know what the 
lesson ie about. Can you expect 
to train your children in the 
nurture and admonition ot tbe 
Lord in thia way? It is im 
possible. Don't let the work rest 
too heavily upon the teachers, 
because to have a success we 
must bave the co-operation of 
parents, teachers and scholars. 
How much easier, and much 
mdre successful, it would be to 
teach a cUbs of scholars if the 
parenta would help the children 
to prepare the lessons. Let us 
have more assistance Irom the 
parents. Come with your' child- 
ren to Sunday School and en- 
courage tbe teachers in that way 
if yon can't in any other. 

The Prayer Meeting. — A word 
in defense of the prayer meeting 
may not be out of place. These 
meetings if properly conducted 
have aa much good connected 
with them aa do the regular 
preaching services. What is 
more pleasant than for a family 
to gather together and speak 
words of love to each other. 
We are nothing leas than a family 
of God's children. We can meet 
from time to time and speak 
cheering words of comfort and 


love for each other. Here ie 
where the heatt is made to re- 
joice when a yonng brother or 
sister can stand np and say only 
a few words for Jesus. That the 
prayer meetings and Sunday 
Bchool may increase in interest 
is the prayer of your servant. 

W. Z. Hbploule. 
Sept. 9th, 1888. . 

Wiving to Christ, not to Societies. 
To the great mass of contribu- 
tors the blessedness of giving is 
entirely lost. They are "caused 
or permitted to feel that they 
contribute to maintain some 
struggling enterprise of Christian 
work. They do not give as to 
the Lord, and therefore regard 
the act as one of merit. In the 
benevolent operations of the 
church we seem largely to over- 
look the tact that Ood does not 
of necessity call upon individual 
Christians tor pecuniary or any 
other sort of aid in the prosecu- 
tion of his work upon the earth. 
He might em ploy angels to herald 
his gospel or trace his will upon 
the heavens in characters of un- 
fading light. If he saw fit he 
might speak the word, and the 
unearthed treasures ot California 
would be at his service. Ue 
might demand, and the wealth of 
tho world have to be laid at his 
feet.— Rev, S. Stall, 


"Always Pttt Ood First." 
Henry Scott Holland, in Mur- 
ray's Magazine, qnotea an ex- 
pression of Jenny Lind in her 
dying days which may well be 
the motive power ot the life of 
any child of God. 

It was her intense conviction 
that her art was a gift ot God, to 
be dedicated to his service. This 
belief was continually on her lips. 
"I have always put God first," 
she said during her last days. It 
was this which kindled her en- 
thusiasm tor Mile. Janotha, in 
whom she found a kindred mind 
— Jauotba, who said to her : 
"What is this world of which 
the people speak ? I do not 
know what the world is. I only 
play for Jesus Christ." 

She went to look on the face of 
a dead friend, and I must tell you 
her own words. It was not her 
own look that was in her 
face. It was the look of 
another, the face of another that 
had passed into hers. It was 
the shadow, of Christ that had 
come upon her. She had seen 
Christ. I put down my candle, 
and said : Let me son this thing. 
Let me stop here always. Let 
me sit and look. Where are my 
children ? Let tbem come and 
aee me. Here is a woman who 
has seen Christ ! 


You turn the gospel upside 
down when you tell a wicked 
person to get quit ot his wicked- 
ness first by his own effort, in 
order that thereby he may obtain 
the favor of God, 


With a feeble appetite and im- 
perfect digestion, it is impossible 
tor the body to secure the re* 
qui site amount of nourishment. 
Ayer's Sarsaparilla not only sim- 
ulates the desire for tood, but 
aids the assimilative organs in the 
formation of good blood and 
sound tissue. 


